
  
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, November 9, 2021 
7:30 PM 

 
I hereby notify that at twelve noon today, November 3, 2021, the following items of business 
have been filed with this office and will be acted upon at the Regular Meeting of the City 
Council in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, Tuesday evening November 9, 2021 at 
seven-thirty o’clock according to Section 8, Rules and Orders of the City Council. 
 
This meeting can be viewed live on the Northern Berkshire Community Television station and 
will be posted to their website as soon as possible.  
 
Cathleen M. King  
City Clerk 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
November 9, 2021 

 
Roll Call 
Moment of Silent Remembrance 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Approval of the Minutes of October 26, 2021  
Hearing of Visitors on Agenda 
 
 
12,002-1 Communication from President Blackmer requesting the nomination of, 
  voting on, and swearing in of the two non-incumbent candidates receiving 
  the highest vote total on November 2, 2021, to fill empty Council seats. 
 
12,023 Mayor’s communication #59 to allow for a brief presentation to Council from 

Main Street Hospitality Group and Peregrine Group. 
 
 



12,014-1 Mayor’s communication #57 to reschedule the date for the Tax Classification 
  Public Hearing. 
 
12,022 Mayor’s communication #58 appointing Rye Howard to the Planning Board for 
 a term to expire February 1, 2026. 
 
12,017 Communication from Councilor Lamb introducing a mobile meeting camera 
 system for use in live broadcast of public meetings held in City Hall. 
 
12,109 An ordinance to establish a commission to be known as the “Inclusion, 
 Diversity, Equity and Access Commission.” 
 
8431-10 Ordinance submitted by the City Clerk amending Chapter 1 of the 
  Revised Ordinances, Section 1-15 entitled Ward Lines, relative to Wards 
  1 and 2, per the 2020 Federal Census. 
 
11.970-1a An ordinance amending the City of North Adams FY22 Compensation Plan to 

establish a single rate compensation schedule for the Public Safety Dispatch Staff 
(Grade X-A). 

 
11,992 Communication submitted by Councilor Sweeney regarding the “Not in My 

County Pledge” for a county-wide campaign coordinated by BRIDGE. 
 
12,020 Communication from President Blackmer requesting consideration of a 
 Declination of a Right of First Refusal for 1454 South State Road, North Adams. 
 
9625-5a An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams, 
  Sec. 21-12 Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks, by replacing existing  
  language with language provided herein. 
 
12,021 Mayor’s communication #60 providing an update on the Mohawk Theater 
 disposition. 
 
 
Open Forum 
Mayor’s Concerns 
Committee Reports and Minutes 
Liaison Updates and Councilor Concerns 
Correspondence 
Adjournment 
 



  
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, October 26, 2021 
7:30 PM 

 
MINUTES 

 
A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 
COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, 
Sweeney, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the 
October 12, 2021 meeting. On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor 
Oleskiewicz, the minutes were approved. 
 
The President called for the hearing of visitors.  
 
James Burdick of River Street introduced himself as a retired NAPD officer who is currently 
working as a dispatcher for the City.  He shared his dissatisfaction with the pay scale for himself 
and those in similar positions of responsibility within the City.  He noted nearby cities and towns 
that pay significantly more, and that this is affecting the City’s staffing. 

 
12,013 Communication from Councilor Lamb requesting time for Kristy Edmunds to 

introduce herself to Council as the new Director of MASS MoCA. 
 
Without objection, the President filed the communication.  Following an introduction of Ms. 
Edmunds by Councilor Lamb, Ms. Edmunds spoke to the Council. She is currently living in the 
area as she acclimates herself to MASS MoCA and the North Adams community; she is 
relocating her family from Los Angeles after her children finish school there. She shared her 
excitement to take on the work of MASS MoCA and to joining the community. 
 
11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams 

regarding the various fees established in the City Code. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to postpone 
to the meeting of  December 14, 2021, by unanimous yea decision. 



 
11,985 Communication from Councilor Lamb asking to investigate opportunities to help 

slow traffic speeds and improve pedestrian safety on Eagle Street. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to postpone 
to the meeting of December 14, 2021 by unanimous yea decision.  
 
11,986 Communication from Councilor Lamb to request a joint review of the concept of 

artistic crosswalk installations.  
 
On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED to 
postpone to the meeting of December 14, 2021. Councilor Lamb elaborated that the PAC, Traffic 
Commission, and Public Services groups have met to discuss this. A further meeting to align 
those responses and to request information from administration will be scheduled.  A unanimous 
yea vote was cast. 
 
8431-9  Communication submitted by the City Clerk amending Chapter 1 of the 
  Revised Ordinances, Section 1-15 entitled Ward Lines, relative to Wards 
  3 and 4, per the 2020 Federal Census. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED to 
withdraw the communication. 
 
8431-9  An ordinance amending Chapter 1 of the Revised Ordinances, Section 1-15 
  entitled Ward Lines, relative to Wards 3 and 4, per the 2020 Federal Census. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to withdraw 
the ordinance from further consideration. 
 
8431-10 Communication submitted by the City Clerk amending Chapter 1 of the 
  Revised Ordinances, Section 1-15 entitled Ward Lines, relative to Wards 
  1 and 2, per the 2020 Federal Census. 
 
Without objection, the President moved to file the communication. 
 
8431-10 An ordinance amending Chapter 1 of the Revised Ordinances, Section 1-15 
  entitled Ward Lines, relative to Wards 1 and 2, per the 2020 Federal Census. 
 
As the precinct evaluation is done only every 10 years following the federal census, the Clerk 
explained the process. This the first time there is a boundary change since 2000, occurring at the 
southern end between Wards 1 and 2. On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor 
Sweeney, it was VOTED to pass to a second reading and publish as required by law, by 
unanimous yea decision. 
 
 
 



12,014 Mayor’s communication #54 requesting a public tax classification hearing on 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 7:30 pm in the Council Chamber. 

 
Without objection, the President filed the communication.  
 
Councilor Lamb inquired if the hearing could be conducted at a later meeting, as the November 9 
meeting will include two newly elected councilors to fill existing vacancies, as previously voted. 
There was concern that those new councilors would be voting on something they had not yet had 
time to study. The Mayor responded that as the hearing sets the tax rate, and bills are already 
being printed, perhaps the hearing could be set between Council meetings to allow some 
additional time for the new councilors to come up to speed. 
 
Councilor Bona noted that there is a week between the election and the Council meeting, and 
that the new councilors could use that time to study materials as long as the materials could be 
presented to them immediately following the election. Councilor Lamb agreed that the newly 
elected councilors would need to be informed immediately, and that there is a learning curve to 
the position. He encouraged working with the Mayor’s office to get information to them quickly. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED establish a 
tax classification hearing at the November 9th, with the stipulation that the two newly elected 
non-incumbent councilors be provided with appropriate data immediately after the election in 
order to educate themselves before the hearing. It was passed with a unanimous yea decision. 
 
12,015 Mayor’s communication #55 submitting an order to transfer $64,905.65 from City 

of North Adam’s Parking Meter Reserve account to support the purchase of a new 
fire command vehicle. 

 
Without objection, the President filed the communication.   
 
12,015 An order to transfer $64,905.65 from City of North Adam’s Parking Meter 

Reserve account to support the purchase of a new fire command vehicle. 
 
The Mayor stated that the officers need the ability to be responsive to emergencies. The current 
vehicle is a 2012, and a second vehicle is needed. The purchase of hybrid vehicle was 
investigated, but found not to be suitable for police work.  
 
Councilor Wilkinson asked for clarification on the balance of the Parking Meter Reserve. The 
Mayor stated that there is suitable funding, and that parking fines are being collected. This fund 
is traditionally used for NAPD vehicles, but has been used for the NAFD in the past. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to accept 
the order to transfer the funds. It was a unanimous yea decision. 
 
11970-1 Mayor’s communication #56 submitting an ordinance amending the City of North 

Adams FY22 Compensation Plan to establish a single rate compensation schedule 
for the Public Safety Dispatch Staff (Grade X-A) 



 
Without objection, the President filed the communication.  
 

Chief Wood stated that the City is having a difficult time with recruitment and retention based on 
the low pay that is offered by the current budget.  He tried to create a plan that would bring the 
pay scale closer to what is paid by other towns and cities for those positions.  The Mayor added 
that this is a critically important issue for the NAPD, and while he is aware that the entire 
compensation plan needs review, this item in particular needs to be addressed immediately. 

 
11970-1 An ordinance amending the City of North Adams FY22 Compensation Plan to 

establish a single rate compensation schedule for the Public Safety Dispatch Staff 
(Grade X-A) 

 
Councilor Lamb inquired of Chief Wood if the amount of the proposed pay raise would be 
adequate to address retention. The Chief responded that this is a starting point, but that he felt it 
would help.  Councilor Oleskiewicz asked for clarification for the rate structure over time, which 
the Chief provided. 
 
Councilor Bona stated that due to his son’s employment in this line of work, he is aware of the 
pay disparity and offered his support of the proposal. He mentioned that this part of the budget 
needs review, as employees/officers working overtime may be misrepresenting what people are 
actually being paid. Councilor Wilkinson, whose daughter once worked in dispatch, agreed, 
stating that the City needs to pay fairly in order to keep its workers. Councilor Sapienza 
concurred, stating that he feels it’s important for this pay change to be put in place in the next 
few months. 
 
Councilor Lamb stated that the ordinance should be passed immediately, with the stipulation that 
the Mayor and Chief return with a fuller report regarding salaries and overtime so that the bigger 
compensation picture could be more uniformly addressed. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to pass to a 
second reading and published as required by law, with a return to Council on November 9, 2021.  
 
The President called for Open Forum. 
 
Eric Wilson of the Disabilities Board thanked the Council for caring about the safety of the 
community and the Firemen and Policemen.  
 
The President called for Mayor’s Concerns. 
 
The Mayor reported that fire hydrant project is 98% complete; one remains, and will be installed 
by the end of the week.  
 
The Mayor thanked the Council and School Committee for their support in signing on for 
Indigenous Peoples Day. There were also 71 community members who signed up. 
 



Downtown Trick or Treat is Friday, October 29 from 4:00-5:30 pm, sponsored by the NBCC. 
The City will participate with a table at the Mohawk Theater so that young ones do not have to 
cross the busy road. City Trick or Treat is Sunday, October 31 from 5:30-7:00 pm. 
 
The RFP for he Mohawk Theater closed on October 26, and proposals were opened. One 
proposal was received, which will be reviewed by staff. An updates will follow at the next 
Council meeting. 
 
The Mayor reminded everyone that Election Day is November 2 from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm, with 
early in-person voting through October 28. The Mayor called for civility within City Hall, and 
issued a reminder that adult behaviors provide modeling for the City’s youth. 
 
The Mayor stated that the winter parking ban goes into effect on Monday, November 1 until 
April 15, 2022. This means there will be no parking on City streets between 1:00-6:00 am. 
Written warning will precede ticketing. A reminder that parking is not allowed on sidewalks was 
also issued. 
 
The Mayor stated that Thursday, November 11 is Veteran’s Day; there will be a ceremony at the 
American Legion as well as a parade. 
 
The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes. Seeing none, she called for Liaison 
Updates and Councilor Concerns. Councilor Oleskiewicz asked for clarification of the final 
hydrant installation. Councilor Sapienza noted a bag-covered hydrant on Ashland Street. 
 
Council Sweeney stated that the Traffic Commission would be meeting on October 27 via Zoom 
for the first time in a while. She also inquired about the process for street closures, as in 
happened with the recent photography session on Eagle Street. The Councilor said she had 
received numerous complaints. The Mayor responded that there was a gap in communication, 
but that permission had been granted for the photo shoot, however the artist had gone beyond the 
details of the agreement. 
 
Councilor Wilkinson revisited the need for the City to do an overall assessment of wages and 
salaries as compared to other local communities. He cited several open positions unfilled due to 
low salary, while noting that those who do stay are loyal to the City anyway. He encouraged the 
City to take the issue seriously and to do its due diligence to rectify the pay issues. 
 
Councilor Oleskiewicz offered clarification that perhaps the reason for the bagged fire hydrant 
noted by Councilor Sapienza was part of the water department project of hooking 2-inch mains 
into 4-inch mains. 
 
Seeing no correspondence, on the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor 
Lamb, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 pm. 
 
A True Copy 
Attest,    s/Cathleen M. King 
 



Office of the City Council
City of North Adams

10 Main Street Room 104
North Adams, Massachusetts 01247

(413) 662-3000, Ext. 1

Dear Fellow Councilors, November 9, 2021

Per the vote in City Council on September 14, 2021, paper #12,002, the
two non-incumbent candidates receiving the highest numbers of votes are
to be seated at the November 9, 2021 meeting.

Effective immediately, the Council needs to nominate, vote on, and
swear in two Councilors to fill the remaining seats.

Lisa Blackmer
North Adams City Council President



 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 

Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 

Communication # Subject Date 

59 Presentation from Main Street Hospitality Group and 

Peregrine Group 
November 9, 2021 

 

 

Honorable Members of the City Council 

North Adams, Massachusetts 
 

 

Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 

I request time on the agenda of the November 9, 2021, City Council meeting for Sarah Eustis of 

Main Street Hospitality Group and Colin Kane of Peregrine Group to provide a brief introduction 

and presentation of the hotel project currently underway at the corner of Main Street and 

American Legion Drive. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 

Mayor 

 

TWB 
 



 

 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 

Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 

Communication # Subject Date 

57 Rescheduled date for Tax Classification Public Hearing November 9, 2021 

 

Honorable Members of the City Council 

North Adams, Massachusetts 

 

Dear Honorable Councilors: 

 

As you know I submitted a communication at the October 26, 2021, City Council meeting to 

request that the City Council conduct a public tax classification hearing on Tuesday, November 

9, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 59, §2A (b) to consider the 

percentages of the local tax levy to be allocated to each class of real estate and personal property 

within the City of North Adams for Fiscal Year 2022. 

 

The process of setting the tax rate involves a number of steps. Assessors first determine the value 

of each parcel of property and classify all property into four classes of real and personal 

property. The classes of real property are residential, open space, commercial and industrial. 

Once Assessors have calculated the total assessed value of all real and personal property, they 

submit the Total Valuation of all property to the Division of Local Services (DLS). The Division 

determines and computes the minimum residential factor for the community. This information is 

sent to the Board of Assessors for endorsement.  

 

The information currently is under review by DLS and will need to be reviewed and approved by 

the Board of Assessors prior to presentation. 

 

Accordingly, I request that the Public Hearing be rescheduled and a hearing and special meeting 

of the City Council be held Tuesday, November 16, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers. I 

apologize for the inconvenience and thank you for this consideration. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 

Mayor 



 

 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 

Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 

Communication # Subject Date 

58 Appointment to the North Adams Planning Board November 9, 2021 

 

 

Honorable Members of the City Council 

North Adams, Massachusetts 
 

 

Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 

I am pleased to recommend Rye Howard to serve as a new member of the North Adams 

Planning Board for a term to expire February 1, 2026. This recommendation is presented for 

Council approval. 
 

As a small business owner in North Adams and a professional with experience in urban design 

and public health I believe Rye will provide valuable insight and practical experience to the 

Planning Board and the work of guiding growth and development in our community. 

 

I request Council confirmation of this appointment recommendation. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 

Mayor 

 

TWB/me 



Benjamin Lamb
North Adams City Councilor

Novernber9th, 2021
Dear Fellow Councilors,

Over the past year, several of us on Council have been raising the issue and need for us to
provide more accessibility to public meetings here in the City by leveraging virtual technology.
In today’s digital age, there is no reason that the public shouldn’t be able to view and/or access
recordings of our meetings beyond watching a limited selection on public access television. As
the pandemic begins to slow, and with an increased number of meetings moving to in-person,
the accessibility we have seen through Zoom over the past 18 months is prone to decrease.
Additionally, as many residents in the city don’t actually have Spectrum but instead rely on
streaming online services, there is a significant gap in accessibility for the public to know about
the machinations of City Council, as well as City Boards, Commissions and Committees that hold
public meetings.

To those ends, I am excited to share that after working on this for several months now, with the
leadership and support of Mayor Bernard, and the tactical help of both Mark Pierson in IT and
the City Clerks Office, the City has purchased and is able to make available, a mobile meeting
camera system that will allow for public meetings held in City Hall to be broadcast live, and
stored as recordings, once fully set up.

This is an important step in ensuring that members of our community are able to be more
engaged in local decision-making and in improving accessibility to meetings of public concern. I
look forward to seeing this technology implemented and used to the fullest extent possible for
the benefit of the City of North Adams, it’s residents, and community members.

Sincerely,
Councilor Lamb
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E IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of North Adams as follows:

Article XXXVI: North Adams Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and
Access Commission

Sec. 2-185 Establishment; composition; qualifications;
corn pensation.
There is hereby established a commission to be known as the “Inclusion,
Diversity, Equity and Access Commission.” The mission of the Inclusion,
Diversity, Equity and Access Commission will be to provide a space for ongoing
work as it pertains to proposing, developing, reviewing, advising on, and
advocating for policies, practices, resources, programs and initiatives that seek
to create a more equitable and inclusive municipal function in the City of North
Adams.

The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Comrnssion will respond to
requests for comment and recommendation on matters referred to the
Commission by officers, departments, agencies, boards, commissions and
advisory committees, and residents of the City of North Adams.

The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Commission will advise the
referring individual or body, City Council, and Mayor about how such comments
and recommendations could be coordinated in the municipal structure to
contribute to opportunities in support of City efforts. The Inclusion, Diversity,
Equity and Access Commission will identify the concerns and needs of groups
within the City of North Adams; examine existing social, economic, educational,
and recreational programs; develop and propose plans that support or improve
programs, policies and structures; and make recommendations thereon to the
Mayor, City Council and other municipal bodies that seek support. This process
will allow opportunities for deeper participation and critical advisement in the
governmental process, and aims to improve the equity, access, and inclusivity
within the municipal construct.

The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Commission shall consist of a total
of 9 voting members, including up to 9 residents of the City of North Adams to
include; one (1) of whom will be City Councilors appointed to one (1) year terms
by the City Council President, eight (8) of whom who will be diverse community
representatives appointed to three (3) year terms by the Mayor with Council
approval.



‘Diverse community representatives” is herein defined as individuals who
represent a variety of personal identities, including but not limited to race,
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomics, ability, and
educational background.

The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Commission shall consist of
individuals who have an understanding and appreciation of the issues of
inclusion, equity, diversity, and access; and/or who have experience with
diverse communities; and/or those with professional experiencing navigating
issues aligned with the mission of the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access
Commission.

Members of the Commission shall not be compensated, nor shall they be
reimbursed for expenses.

Sec. 2-186 Appointment; terms; vacancy.
The City Council President, without objection, may make appointments of one
(1) elected City Councilors to one (1) year terms beginning in January of a given
year.

The Mayor, with the approval of the City Council, will make appointments of a
total of 8 (eight) individuals who will each serve a term of three (3) years.

Initial appointments to the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Commission
will be made with appointment terms of such length and so arranged that the
terms of three (3) non-City Councilor commissioners will expire in one (1) year;
the terms of three (3) non-City Councilor commissioners will expire in two (2)
years; and the terms of the remaining two (2) non-City Councilor commissioners
will expire in three (3) years. All City Councilor commission member terms will
expire on an annual basis in alignment with the City of North Adams
Organization of Government.

Following initial appointments, any future appointments of non-City Councilor
Commissioners shall be three (3) years in length. In the event a vacancy occurs
during the term of office of any voting member, a successor shall be appointed
to complete the unexpired term of the office. Any member of the Inclusion,
Diversity, Equity and Access Commission so appointed may, after a public
hearing, if request, be removed for cause by the Mayor with the approval of the
City Council.



Sec. 2-187 Organization; quorum.
Yearly, at the meeting in January, the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access
Commission shall elect Co-Chairs consisting of one (1) City Council
commissioner and one (1) non-City Council commissioner. A simple majority of
the Commissioners then in office shall constitute a quorum.

Sec. 2-188 Meetings; rules.
The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Commission shall meet once
monthly and at such times as may be necessary for the proper exercise of its
powers and duties.

To aid in the orderly conduct of business, the Commission may have the
authority to create, amend, and repeal its own code of bylaws.

On all matters of parliamentary procedure Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern.

Sec. 2-189 Powers arid duties.
The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Commission may exercise all the
powers vested in it under the law or prescribed to it by law and shall perform
such duties as the City Council by ordinance may from time to time prescribe.

Sec. 2-190 Public hearings.
The Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Commission shall, from time to
time, conduct public hearings in order to ascertain the needs of the community
that align with the role of the Commission.



polsinelli.com

Atlanta  Boston  Chicago  Dallas  Denver  Houston  Kansas City  Los Angeles  Miami  Nashville  New York 

Phoenix  St. Louis  San Francisco  Seattle  Silicon Valley  Washington, D.C.  Wilmington 

Polsinelli PC, Polsinelli LLP in California 

900 W. 48th Place, Suite 900, Kansas City, MO 64112   (816) 753-1000 

Brook M. Bailey 
816.360.4123 
bbailey@polsinelli.com 

November 1, 2021 

North Adams City Council  
City Clerk  
City of North Adams – City Hall  
10 Main Street  
Room 104, First Floor  
North Adams, MA  01247  

Attn:  Marcus Lyon, Assistant City Clerk  

RE: Notice and Request for Declination regarding Right of First Refusal for property located 
at 1454 South State Road, North Adams, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Lyon: 

This firm represents MONOMOY PROPERTIES ACQUISITION, LLC, a Delaware 
limited liability company (“Monomoy”) in connection with its purchase of 1454 South State 
Road, North Adams, Massachusetts (the “Property”) from the current owner of the Property, 
Dorolu, LLC, a Massachusetts limited liability company (“Dorolu”).    

A right of first refusal in favor the City of North Adams (the “City”) is contained in a 
Declaration of Restrictive Covenants enacted by the City of North Adams on August 12, 1980 and 

recorded on October 9, 1985 with the Northern Berkshire Registry of Deeds at Book 744, Page 615 

(the “Declaration”), which right of first refusal pertains to the property commonly known as 
1454 South State Street, North Adams, Massachusetts.

This letter shall serve as written notice to the North Adams City Council that Dorolu, 
LLC intends to sell the Property to Monomoy, or its nominee/assignee.  

On behalf of Monomoy, we respectfully request that the City, acting by and through the  
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BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of North Adams as follows:
Draft Snow Ordinance Language Replace the Existing

Sec. 21-l2Snow and ice removal from sidewalks.
Whenever any snow shall fall or ice shall fall or accumulate or be collected or deposited upon
any sidewalk, any tenant or occupant or the owner or person having charge of the land abutting
upon such sidewalk, shall cause the same to be removed therefrom within 12 hours.
Whenever any sidewalk shall be encumbered with snow or ice contrary to the provisions of ths
section, the chief of police shall notify any tenant or the owner or person having the care of the
land abutting thereon, to cause such sidewalk to be made safe and convenient for travel by
removing the snow, and as far as practicable the ice therefrom, within six hours from the time of
receiving such notice.

With the Following
Sec. 21-12 Snow and ice removal from sidewalks
The tenant, occupant, or owner responsible for a building, structure or lot of land bordering on
any street, lane, court, square or public place within the City where there is a sidewalk,
including any curb ramp/cut, shall, after snow, sleet or ice has ceased to fall thereupon or
whenever snow, sleet or ice shall have collected or deposited upon any such sidewalk, within
twenty-four (24) hours, remove the same or cause the same to be removed from such sidewalk;
and also remove or cause to be removed from such sidewalk, or cover or cause to be covered
with sand or some other suitable substrate, within twenty-four (24) hours after it has formed or
appeared, any ice with which the same may be encumbered, in such a way as to render such
sidewalk safe and convenient for travel, to the full width. If a person is found to be violating the
provisions of this section, it shall be the duty of the Chief of Police, or their designee, the
Director of Public Works, or their designee, or the Code Enforcement Department, to assess a
fine to any such person in accordance with the fine schedule set forth in Chapter 29 Sec 29-2.
Each twenty-four-hour period a violation of this section exists shall be considered to constitute
a separate offense

Furthermore, whenever any sidewalk shall be encumbered with ice, it shall be the duty of the
tenant, occupant, or owner responsible for the building, structure or lot of land bordering any
street, land, court, square or public place within the City to cause such sidewalk to be made
safe and convenient for travel by removing the ice therefrom or by covering the same with sand
or some suitable substance within twenty-four (24) hours after such sidewalk becomes
encumbered.

Whenever any sidewalk shall be encumbered with snow or ice contrary to the provisions of this
section, the Chief of Police or their designee shall notify any tenant, occupant, owner, or person
having the care of the property abutting thereon, to cause such sidewalk to be made safe and



convenient for travel by removing the snow, and as far as practicable, the ice therefrom, within
six (6) hours of the time of receiving such notice.

Upon further neglect of or violation of the duties imposed by the provisions in this section, such
duties may be performed under the direction of the Commissioner of Public Works or their
designee at the expense of the person(s) or entities liable to perform those duties. Assessment
of costs under this subsection shall not preclude any party from being fined under Chapter 29
Sec 29-2.

The tenant, occupant, or owner responsible for a building, structure or lot of land bordering on
any street, lane, court, square or public place within the City where there is a sidewalk may be
considered liable for any injury, harm, damage or other incident caused by a traveler’s need to
depart the designated sidewalk due to the responsible property tenant, occupant or owner’s
failure to comply with the provisions of this section.

An exception to the above ordinance may be applied at locations of intentional City snow
deposits, whereby City vehicles pile collected or plowed snow and ice in a single location,
resulting in an undue burden for path clearing by abutting property tenants, occupants, or
owners. These intentional deposits may remain uncleared without enforcement applied. This
exception does not apply to locations where snow and ice build-up is impacted by City or State
plow spray along the side of a road and is only applicable for locations directly identified by the
Commissioner of Public Services, or their designee, as an intentional deposit placement.



Draft New Obstruction Ordinance

Sec. 21-29 Sidewalk Obstruction
No person shall place upon any sidewalk, any coal, trunk, bale, box, crate, cask, barrel, package,
article or thing, so as to obstruct the sidewalk of free passage for travelers for more than one
(1) hour, or for more than ten (10) minutes after being notified by a police officer to remove it,
except as follows:

1. Designated trash and/or recycling containers in place for a designated pick-up
day may be left on sidewalks for up to eight (8) hours in a manner that still
permits individuals to pass said containers freely without needing to step off of
the sidewalk

2. Permitted longer term refuse containers (i.e. dumpsters) and permitted
construction equipment associated with an active and valid building permit.

No person shall allow an obstruction to a sidewalk in the form of a tree, bush or other
vegetation which protrudes beyond the property line, over said sidewalk or edge. Where the
Department of Public Works or it’s designees deem that an obstruction to a sidewalk, notice
shall be provided via registered mail to the owner of the property causing the obstruction, to
remove or prune said obstruction within fourteen (14) days so as not to block, obstruct or
overhang the sidewalk. If the property owner fails to remove or prune the obstruction within
said fourteen (14) days, the Department of Public Works or, in the case of trees, bushes or
shrubs, the Tree Warden, shall remove or prune the obstruction at the owner’s expense.

No tenant, occupant or owner with property abutting a public sidewalk shall allow the
accumulation of debris, refuse, loose gravel, sand, soil, leaves or any other surface covering that
may cause obstruction or unsafe travel on said sidewalk. Upon accumulation of any debris,
refuse, loose gravel, sand, soil, leaves or any other surface covering or the like, tenant,
occupant, or owner responsible for the abutting property shall clear and property dispose of
said accumulated material in a manner compliant with City Ordinance.

(Appeal Process)



New Draft Sidewalk Vehicle Ordinance Remove Sec. 13-48 (b), edit letters of remaining items
under 13-48 Add

Sec. 13-48.1 Parking on Sidewalks
No person shall park a vehicle upon, obstruct, damage or destroy any sidewalk, berm or curbing

No person shall drive, wheel or draw any motor vehicle upon or across any sidewalk, berm or
curbing except in accordance with a permit issued by the Department of Public Safety as
described in this section, or except as follows:

1. A motor vehicle which is registered or otherwise authorized to be driven on the
public streets may be driven across the portion of sidewalk which constitutes the
driveway entrance or apron; or

2. As may be required for municipal snow clearance operations

The Department of Public Safety may grant a permit, upon payment of the fee specified in
section XXX, to any person, authorizing the crossing or obstruction of a sidewalk, berm or
curbing by vehicles where the same may be necessary to the performance of any work on any
land, building or structure abutting thereon, or where specific street restrictions may require
said variance during times of snow and ice removal where residents’ property does not include
off-street parking access. All damage to any sidewalk, berm or curbing caused thereby shall be
repaired and restored by the Department of Public Works to a condition satisfactory to them at
the expense of the holder of such permit.

a. The fee for a winter parking ban sidewalk crossing permit shall be as follows: Application
and inspection fee - $100 Per Season (November-April).

b. Within three (3) business days of the Department of Public Safety’s receipt of an
application for a permit under this section, the Chief of Police or the Chief’s designee,
and/or the Commissioner of Public Services or their designee shall inspect the site and
make a determination whether to grant such a permit.

(Appeal process)



Accountability and Enforcement Process

Reporting Process
- At any time that a violation of Sec 21-12, Sec 21-29, and/or Sec 13.48.1 of the City of

North Adams Ordinance is identified by any individual, they are requested to contact
the North Adams Dispatch at XXX-XXX-XXXX to report the address of the violation.

- Within 24 hours of the reporting of the violation, the Police Department, Department of
Public Works, or their designee, will visit the address reported and determine if they are
in violation of the ordinance.

- If the property is in violation of the ordinance, a certified letter to the property owner
will be sent and a fine will be charged in accordance with eligible fines.



Support Program for Senior, Disabled and Low-Income Individuals (potential model)

The Snow Angel program is a volunteer snow removal program facilitated through the City of
North Adams and the North Adams Council on Aging. This program relies on dedicated volunteers
to support the clearing of snow from the sidewalks and front walkways of seniors and individuals
with disabilities that meet Community Development Block Grant low-income requirements for
support. Volunteers will commit to participating for a full winter in October of each year. In
October and November of each given year, residents in the City of North Adams in need of
support can submit an application to be paired with a volunteer snow angel. Eligible applicants
(60+ years old and/or physically disabled who also meet financial requirements) will be paired
with a volunteer on a first-come, first-served basis. Applying for the program does not guarantee
a volunteer pairing. Volunteers will be paired to program participants for a single winter season
to clear the only the sidewalk of their respective designated property within 24 hours in
compliance with Ch. 21 Sec. 12 of the City of North Adams Ordinance. For individuals who apply
but are found to be ineligible for a Snow Angel assignment, or those who are not assigned a Snow
Angel due to volunteer capacity limits, a comprehensive list of available North Adams
contractors, property managers, and snow removal companies will be provided to hopefully help
them find the resources they need to remain in compliance with City Ordinance.
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Communication # Subject Date 

60 Update on Mohawk Theater Disposition November 9, 2021 

 

 

Honorable Members of the City Council 

North Adams, Massachusetts 
 

 

Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 

I request time on the agenda of the November 9, 2021, City Council meeting to provide an 

update on the RFP process for the Mohawk Theater and the disposition of the property. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 

Mayor 

 

TWB/me 
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